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“ROOM FULLOF PEOPLETDONT

O

Biological metaphor (Dawkins, 1976; Blackmore, 2000)

O

ldea or concept propagated via the Internet

O Several forms — hashtags, videos, quizzes, image macros

O Blend an image and text

O

Easily created and shared, sites such as memegenerator.com

O Easily remixed and reworked




O Current literature on memes explores
spread - fields of mathematics and
networking (e.g. Bauckhage, 2011;
Coscia, 2013)

Bridge the gap and expand on
“traditional” humour research (e.g. Billig,
2001; Shifman & Lemish, 2010)

Image macros only due to ease of
creation and sharing

O Explore if and how women are

represented in popular Internet memes

O To see if memes are being used to

marginalise groups, as seen in other
studies of Internet humour

Probe the content of this as yet
untouched, contemporary source of
Internet data



O Devised purposive sampling strategy based on popular search engines, popular sites (with
specific criteria) and then popular memes from those sites

O Downloaded 240 image macro format Internet memes total
O Coded using NVivo - allowed easy demographic coding and sorting of data

O Analysed using thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006) from a feminist standpoint
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atftractive
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MY/ FAMILY=

Obesity one of few
stigmatized conditions that
is “fair game” (Burmeister &
Carels, 2014)

Disparagement theory of
humour (Martin, 2007)

: : . FACEBOOK FRIEND REQUEST FROM
Fat being constructed in EAT i KIDWHO BULLIED ME FOR BEING.
variety of ways FERTA ’ P . LA

Traditional factics/devices
for humour still used in this
format

©
. N
S 2 -~ )
|




\(- & nt ww.google.co.uk/searchiq=fat-memes&source= Inms&tbm=ischftsa=X&ei=Y pikVljcKsL CTAbGBICAAwRved=0CAGQ_AUcAQR biw=19208&bih=967 ig Goagle P a B *_
= chrt s 2 = B @R SRS

yﬂ fat memes - Google Search x%— - *,\ \\,ﬁ' }f i&_s W
fat memes @ n m A

Images Shopping

SafeSearch ~ 0

Cookies help us deliver our services. By using our services, you agree to our use of cookies

Learn more m
Thay sy, "You s what you eatl”

YO LN RBEASISL B | — REEE s

s THINKSHE'S BIE . . S el
A0 & 5 o - remamber astng 3 3 \

' - . ‘; . y ‘ i g . . . ‘Jr-ﬂlhdﬂ”::v‘ _:);":\» ';\A'*

"' e 1 ¢ & - . - T ‘;‘ %—: _I\ %

N . o

ACTUALLY JUST FAT..[5ee ; T g AN R L A

Girl Gym Asian Eating

),
You're Fat.
Don? try and sugar coat it
because you'l eat that too.
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O Memes sometimes flipped around
and reworked for positive impact

O Feminist Nazi meme - recaptioning

O Kelly Martin Broderick picture “this is
what a feminist looks like"” stolen to
fat-shame — viral Tumblr project in
response

O Definitely see memes and viral
content working to promote body
positivity
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http://www.knowyourmeme.com & hitp://www.jezebel.com



http://www.knowyourmeme.com/
http://www.jezebel.com/
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How to get a bikini body: Put a bikini on your body.
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Google Images, http://fatacceptancefrenchie.tumblr.com/, & htip://www.carolrossetti.com.br
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O

Memes are another vehicle for the same kinds of disparagement humour, and specifically
fat stigmatization we see in other forms of media (e.g. TV, magazines, YouTube videos)

Risks of framing something as humour?

Latner, Rosewall & Simmonds (2007) — media exposure and weight stigmatization in
children

Gendered aspects of weight related humour

Potential for humour/Internet memes to do some goode
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